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With Salesforce purchasing Slack for $27.7 billion and Microsoft Teams reporting over 115
million daily users, the market for collaboration tools is proving that they are here to stay. With
the ubiquity of remote work, companies are reliant on sharing data outside of the traditional,
on-premises network to reach employees in their homes. Accordingly, for organizations to
optimize their communication platforms’ utility, data policies should allow remote access to
files. Consequently, lots of organizations have been forced into accelerating their cloud E-merchants: Secure your online sales from
adoption to meet the needs of their remote workforce, leaving the question: what is to become ;‘:;Izrns:c"rity threats during Christmas and
of legacy systems?
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While there is a lot of thought being given to new cloud initiatives, this narrow focus can legacy systems

sometimes let legacy data and systems fall by the wayside. Data regulations do not only What does the future of shopping hold in
pertain to the storage of new information, but they also mandate the proper storage of data the fashion industry?

from recent years past. Consequently, while it is critical during cloud transition to consider Overcoming COVID-19: What finance leaders

how to defensibly govern data remotely, consideration must also be given to how to scrub, at recently-funded tech startups have

https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/what-cloud-transformation-means-for-legacy-systems/ 1/3


https://www.zlti.com/information-governance
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/01/technology/salesforce-slack-deal.html
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2020/10/28/microsoft-teams-reaches-115-million-dau-plus-a-new-daily-collaboration-minutes-metric-for-microsoft-365/#:~:text=Today%20we%20announced%20that%20Microsoft,resilient%20in%20this%20new%20era.
mailto:tips@betanews.com
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/e-merchants-secure-your-online-sales/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/what-cloud-transformation-means-for-legacy-systems/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/future-of-fashion-shopping/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/what-finance-leaders-have-learned/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fbetanews.com%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=What%20cloud%20transformation%20means%20for%20your%20legacy%20systems&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbetanews.com%2F2020%2F12%2F14%2Fwhat-cloud-transformation-means-for-legacy-systems%2F&via=BetaNews
https://betanews.com/
https://fileforum.com/
http://store.fileforum.com/
https://betanews.com/
https://betanews.com/topic/windows-10/
https://betanews.com/topic/microsoft/
https://betanews.com/topic/apple/
https://betanews.com/topic/cloud/
https://betanews.com/topic/linux/
https://betanews.com/topic/android/
https://betanews.com/topic/security/
https://betanews.com/topic/review/
https://twitter.com/BetaNews
https://www.facebook.com/pages/BetaNews/167777169963870
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1034321
https://betanews.com/feed

12/14/2020

remove, change, delete, and recall data in legacy systems as well. If you cannot access user
records, personal data, corporate regulatory data, and legal requirements, then simply storing
it is pointless as it fails to meet the demands of regulators. As we have recently seen from the
EU’s General Data Protection Regulation and the California Consumer Privacy Act, any customer
may request that an organization produce their stored personal data, and not meeting these
requests can cost millions.

Having assessed that old data is, in fact, quite important, there remains the question, what to
do with it? Typically, when enterprises near the renewal date for on-premises hardware or are
at the end of a private data center contract, they ask themselves if they want to actively
continue investing in on-premises solutions or migrate to the cloud. While some organizations
pioneer and move headfirst, taking their entire operations to the cloud, in most cases —-
especially for those with large on-premises footprints —-- companies are looking for a gradual
approach. This is one of the reasons why most organizations start with a hybrid deployment,
allowing them to continue accessing their old data on their on-premises legacy systems while
taking advantage of the cloud for incoming data.

Starting with a hybrid approach, Advertisement

organizations can slowly transition into a > X
cloud-native solution either through

passive sunsetting or active migration. As

old data ages out of regulation

requirements, organizations can safely

sunset their servers without fear of non-

compliance penalty. For organizations that

want to be fully transitioned sooner, there

are safe ways of transferring on-premises

data to the cloud. That said, the act of

cleaning and reformatting old data from

legacy systems can be challenging for

individual IT departments, which is why

there is a strong market for vendors who

specialize in cloud transformation and

overall governance strategies to assist organizations in their migration. For those who venture
to do it themselves, they will need a strong understanding of what information they have
stored so they can select only the data relevant for migration. Both sunsetting and data
migration require time and patience to ensure that no important or sensitive information is left
behind.

Humans are prone to wanting sweeping changes; however, much like many individuals’ New
Year’s Resolutions, they end up falling short because they ask for too much too soon. Just as
Confucious says, "The man who moves a mountain begins by carrying away small stones,"
organizations can move to the cloud by incrementally building a system capable of holding the
weight of all their data. Until then, legacy systems have their place and can continue serving as
the bedrock for dated information storage.

ADVERTISING

Image credit: Oleksiy Mark / Shutterstock

https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/what-cloud-transformation-means-for-legacy-systems/

What cloud transformation means for your legacy systems

learned so far

Sophos launches open Al developments to
fight cyberattacks

Google down! Gmail, YouTube and other
services suffer massive global outage

Linux 5.10 LTS is here as a significant kernel
update

Most Commented Stories

WinRAR 6.0 arrives with bug fixes and a
host of new features
21 Comments

PNY launches 1TB PRO Elite SDXC flash
memory card
19 Comments

Apple AirPods Max are wireless headphones
for rich people that don't value money
15 Comments

Auslogics launches BoostSpeed 12 and
Defrag 10 to accelerate your computer
7 Comments

ADATA XPG DEFENDER PRO is a mid-tower
PC case for both NVIDIA and AMD gamers
6 Comments

2/3


https://www.enforcementtracker.com/
https://betanews.com/2020/10/21/hybrid-cloud-digital-transformation/
https://www.shutterstock.com/g/scanrail
https://www.shutterstock.com/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/what-finance-leaders-have-learned/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/sophos-launches-open-ai-developments/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/google-down-gmail-youtube-and-other-services-suffer-massive-global-outage/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/14/linux-5-10-lts-released/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/07/winrar-6/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/09/pny-1tb-pro-elite-sdxc-flash-card/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/08/apple-airpods-max-headphones/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/11/boostspeed-12-and-defrag-10/
https://betanews.com/2020/12/09/adata-xpg-defender-pro-pc-case/

12/14/2020 What cloud transformation means for your legacy systems

Matthew Adams is a senior cloud architect at ZL Tech, a leading
technology provider for information governance. See here for the ZL
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